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SUBJECT: LOS: SOVIET POSITION ON MARINE SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH 

1 . WHEN YURI ARBATOV WAS HERE IN FEBRUARY, I THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO FIND THE RIGHT OCCASION TO TALK 
WITH HIM ABOUT THE SOVIET POSITION ON MARINE SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH. GETTING A FEW IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THE PRESENT 
NEGOTIATING TEXT IS A MATTER OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO US AND 
THE US SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. UNFORTUNATELY, WE HAVE 
BEEN FAIRLY ISOLATED ON MSR AT THE CONFERENCE, AND THE 
CHANCES OF GETTING THE CHANGES WE WANT ARE NOT PROMISING. 
HOWEVER MARGINAL, IT SEEMED TO ME NONETHELESS WORTH 
MAKING AN EFFORT WITH ARBATOV TO SEE IF HE WOULD BE DIS- 
POSED TO USE HIS INFLUENCE TO GET SOME SOVIET FLEXIBILITY 
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ON MSR. 

2. DR. PHILIP HANDLER, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES, AT MY SUGGESTION, OFFERED ARBATOV A LUNCH ON 
FEBRUARY 14 WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY SEVERAL EMINENT US 
SCIENTISTS AND MYSELF. THE SETTING WAS VERY INFORMAL, 

AND THE DISCUSSION OF MSR GENERAL. DURING LUNCH, I NOTED 
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TO ARBATOV THAT, UNLIKE THE US DELEGATION IN WHICH US 
SCIENTISTS HAD PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN SHAPING OUR MARINE 
SCIENCE POSITION AT THE CONFERENCE, SOVIET SCIENTISTS 
SEEMED TO HAVE LITTLE OR NO INFLUENCE ON THE SOVIET LOS 
SCIENCE POSITION. AS A RESULT THE SOVIET DELEGATION HAS 
TAKEN A RIGID POSITION SUPPORTING AN EXTREMELY RESTRICTIVE 
REGIME FOR MARINE SCIENCE THAT IS DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE 
TO THE US POSITION AND ONE THAT WILL SEVERELY RESTRICT 
THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF FUTURE MARINE SCIENTIFIC RE- 
SEARCH. THIS SUBJECT, I STRESSED, SHOULD BE A MATTER OF 
CONCERN TO SOVIET AS WELL AS US SCIENTISTS. ARBATOV COM 
MENTED THAT PERHAPS THE SOVIET SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY HAD NOT 
HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD BY THEIR LOS DELEGATION OR 
POLICY MAKERS IN MOSCOW. HE PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE 
MATTER ON HIS RETURN TO MOSCOW. 

3. I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE IT IF YOU COULD FIND A 
CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY TO ASK ARBATOV WHAT HE HAS DONE TO 
FOLLOW UP OUR CONVERSATION AND WHAT, IF ANY, REACTION HE 
HAS HAD. I DO NOT FRANKLY EXPECT ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE 

IN THE SOVIET POSITION, ALTHOUGH SOVIET READINESS TO CONSI- 
DER SOME OF THE PROVISIONS WE WISH TO SEE IMPROVED WOULD 
HELP US WITH OUR SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. 

4. I LEAVE FOR GENEVA MARCH 19 AND WILL BE THERE UNTIL 
LATE MAY FOR THE 7TH SESSION OF THE LOS CONFERENCE. WHEN 
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YOU HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO ARBATOV WOULD YOU LET ME 
KNOW THE RESULTS IN GENEVA. WARM REGARDS, ELLIOT. 

VANCE 
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